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How	to	hook	up	directv	receiver	to	tv

By	Steven	Hill	i	Jupiterimages/Photos.com/Getty	Images	Of	the	TV	services	available	in	your	area,	you've	narrowed	your	choices	to	two	offerings	from	Verizon.	Both	its	FiOS	TV	and	DirecTV	services	sound	good	to	you.	In	choosing	the	right	plan	for	you,	you'll	need	to	see	what	each	individual	package	in	each	service	offers,	what	the	prices	are	and
decide	what	matches	what	you	both	want	and	can	afford.	The	FiOS	TV	service	offered	by	Verizon	comes	in	three	different	packages.	At	$65	per	month,	the	Prime	HD	Plan	is	the	cheapest	of	them	as	of	2011.	It	offers	you	over	195	channels.	The	Extreme	HD	Plan	costs	$75	and	provides	more	than	285	channels.	For	$90,	subscribers	can	choose	the
Ultimate	HD	Plan.	This	final	plan	offers	more	than	350	channels.	All	three	FiOS	packages	comes	with	free	premium	installation.	If	ordered	online,	the	activation	fee	is	waived.	Verizon	also	offers	its	DirecTV	service.	DirecTV	comes	in	one	of	four	packages.	The	first	is	Choice	Xtra.	This	package	provides	over	210	channels	for	$38	per	month.	Choice	Xtra
+	DVR	is	the	second	package,	offering	the	same	channels	as	the	first	but	with	an	included	digital	video	recorder.	It	costs	$45.	Choice	Ultimate	+	HD	+	DVR	offers	more	than	225	channels,	including	50	HD	channels	and	a	DVR	for	$65.	Premier	is	the	final	available	package.	This	offers	all	of	the	channels	from	the	Ultimate	package	in	addition	to	all
available	premium	movie	channel	for	$86.	In	terms	of	channels	available	and	price,	FiOS	and	DirecTV	differ.	For	example,	the	cheapest	FiOS	package	offers	195	channels	while	the	cheapest	DirecTV	package	offers	210.	The	DirecTV	plan	is	also	$27	cheaper.	However,	the	FiOS	package	offers	more	HD	content,	as	well	as	bonuses	like	free	installation.
All	FiOS	plans	comes	with	a	DVR	unit,	where	a	DVR	is	offered	with	three	out	of	four	DirecTV	plans.	DirecTV	may	also	be	unavailable	to	you	if,	for	instance,	your	home	doesn't	have	a	clear	view	of	the	southern	sky.	Choosing	the	TV	service	that's	right	for	you	depends	on	different	factors.	If	you	want	the	most	available	HD	content,	consider	FiOS.	If
money	is	an	issue,	then	DirecTV	offers	several	packages	cheaper	than	FiOS's	cheapest	available	plan.	If	you	live	in	an	apartment	building	or	house	without	a	good	view	of	the	southern	sky,	then	your	choice	might	be	physically	limited	to	FiOS.	Make	the	choice	based	on	your	budget,	the	channel	package	that	sounds	good	to	you,	and	your	home's
physical	setting.	By	Diane	Dilov-Schultheis	i	Thomas	Northcut/Photodisc/Getty	Images	Cable	companies	across	the	country	provide	both	home	and	business	customers	with	an	alternative	to	satellite	television	broadcasts.	You	can	select	from	a	number	of	programming	packages	that	include	local	channels,	special	sports	channels,	international	channels
and	a	number	of	music	and	movie	channels.	In	order	for	a	television	to	display	the	selected	programming,	you	must	connect	a	cable	box	to	the	TV.	This	is	possible	with	two	coaxial	cables,	or	one	coaxial	and	an	RCA	audio/video	cable	that	has	three	connectors	on	it.	Turn	off	and	unplug	the	TV	and	cable	box.	Place	them	both	near	a	cable	outlet	and	each
other.	i	Hemera	Technologies/AbleStock.com/Getty	Images	Hook	up	one	end	of	a	coaxial	cable	to	the	cable	wall	outlet	and	the	other	end	of	this	cable	to	the	back	of	the	cable	box	using	the	"In"	jack.	Connect	the	second	coaxial	cable	to	the	back	of	the	cable	box	using	the	"Out	to	TV"	jack.	Connect	the	other	end	of	this	cable	to	the	back	of	the	television
using	the	"In"	jack.	Plug	both	the	television	and	cable	box	into	a	power	source	and	turn	them	on	to	view	cable	programming.	Turn	off	and	unplug	the	TV	and	cable	box.	Place	them	both	near	a	cable	outlet	and	each	other.	Check	to	see	if	you	have	available	A/V	jacks	on	both	the	TV	and	cable	box.	These	are	the	red	and	white	audio	jacks	and	yellow	video
jack.	Hook	up	one	end	of	a	coaxial	cable	to	the	cable	wall	outlet	and	the	other	end	of	this	cable	to	the	back	of	the	cable	box	using	the	"In"	jack.	i	Photodisc/Photodisc/Getty	Images	Connect	one	end	of	the	RCA	audio/video	cable	to	the	back	of	the	cable	box	using	the	"Audio/Video	Out"	jacks.	Put	the	connectors	into	the	jacks	of	the	same	color,	such	as
the	yellow	connector	in	the	yellow	jack.	Connect	the	other	end	of	the	RCA	A/V	cable	into	the	back	of	the	television	using	the	"Audio/Video	In"	jacks	in	the	same	manner--matching	the	cable	connector	colors	to	the	jacks.	Plug	both	the	television	and	cable	box	into	a	power	source	and	turn	them	on	to	view	cable	programming.	By	Diane	Dilov-Schultheis	i
Jupiterimages/Comstock/Getty	Images	DirecTV	is	one	of	the	leading	satellite	companies	in	the	United	States.	DirecTV	provides	millions	of	customers	with	satellite	television	every	day.	A	basic	satellite	setup	includes	one	DirecTV	receiver	connected	to	one	television	set	but	you	may	want	to	watch	TV	in	another	room	also.	This	kind	of	a	setup	requires
you	to	hook	up	a	second	DirecTV	receiver	in	this	location,	since	each	television	needs	its	own	satellite	receiver	to	broadcast	satellite	programming.	This	does	require	basic	satellite	installation	knowledge	to	complete	properly.	Check	to	see	if	there	is	a	second	coaxial	cable	coming	from	the	satellite	dish	to	the	ground	block	(it	should	be	within	three	to
five	feet	of	your	satellite	dish).	Add	a	cable	to	the	dish,	if	needed,	as	described	in	Step	2.	Carefully	remove	the	LNB	that	extends	out	from	the	dish	with	a	screwdriver	without	moving	the	satellite	dish.	The	slightest	alteration	in	the	dish	alignment	can	affect	the	satellite	signal.	Attach	a	coaxial	cable	to	the	second	jack	on	the	LNB.	Replace	the	LNB	on
the	dish.	Run	this	cable	to	the	ground	block.	Cut	the	cable	at	this	location	with	wire	cutters.	Add	a	connector	to	the	cable.	Attach	this	cable	to	the	ground	block.	If	there	is	a	single	ground	block,	replace	it	with	a	dual	one.	Attach	a	connector	to	additional	cable	and	connect	it	to	the	other	side	of	the	ground	block.	Run	this	cable	from	this	location	to	the
site	of	the	second	DirecTV	receiver.	Use	a	drill	with	the	proper	bit	to	go	through	any	walls	or	flooring,	if	necessary.	Seal	these	holes	using	plugs	or	sealant.	Insert	a	wall	plate	for	the	satellite	cable	in	a	nearby	wall	if	you	want,	or	simply	run	the	cable	directly	to	the	receiver.	This	varies	depending	on	your	building	type	and	specific	wants.	Cut	the	coaxial
cable	and	attach	a	connector	to	it.	Connect	this	cable	to	the	second	DirecTV	receiver.	By	James	T	Wood	i	Mike	Coppola/Getty	Images	Entertainment/Getty	Images	DirecTV	receivers	have	one	or	more	USB	ports	on	them,	but	most	USB	accessories	won't	work	with	them.	This	might	make	them	seem	vestigial,	but	the	USB	ports	on	DirecTV	receivers	do
have	a	few	uses,	like	connecting	an	over	the	air	antenna	module	or	providing	power	to	USB	devices.	You	can	purchase	an	AM21	Antenna	Module	that	will	allow	your	DirecTV	receiver	to	also	get	over-the-air	channels.	It	plugs	in	to	the	USB	port	on	the	DirecTV	reciever,	but	that	is	the	only	DirecTV	device	that	will	work	with	the	USB	port	on	the
receiver.	As	of	December	2013,	the	AM21	is	not	available	on	DirecTV's	website,	but	third-party	sellers	still	have	them	available	for	purchase	(see	link	in	Resources).	If,	for	whatever	reason,	your	DirecTV	receiver	is	unable	to	download	updates	to	its	software	via	the	satellite	connection,	the	USB	port	can	be	used	by	DirecTV	technicians	to	load	software
updates	to	the	receiver.	Users	aren't	able	to	access	this	functionality	and	shouldn't	try,	since	it	will	void	the	warranty	and	could	result	in	the	receiver	being	kicked	off	of	the	DirecTV	network.	The	USB	port	provides	power	for	USB	devices	like	mobile	phones.	You	can	connect	your	charging	cable	to	the	USB	port	and	keep	your	phone	topped	up	with
juice	while	you	watch	television.	Some	users	have	even	gotten	a	USB	keyboard	to	work	so	that	typing	things	into	the	search	tool	is	faster.	Overall	it's	not	a	huge	boon,	but	it	does	provide	some	functionality	for	the	lonely,	forlorn	USB	port.	The	GenieGO	DirecTV	receiver	allows	you	to	download	shows	to	your	mobile	devices	to	watch	on	the	go.	It	also
has	a	USB	port	that	will	support	an	external	hard	drive	to	add	additional	storage	capacity.	If	you	plug	a	USB	hard	drive	into	the	USB	port	on	the	DirecTV,	GenieGO	will	reformat	the	drive	--	deleting	everything	on	it	--	and	format	it	for	use	only	with	the	DirecTV	system.	If	you	want	to	use	the	drive	for	anything	else	you	will	need	to	format	it	again,	which
means	you'll	lose	those	stored	shows.
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